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been her main source of valuta. In addition to its
value as an export commodity, oil is also of the
highest importance to Russia at home, since it is
essential to all modern industry and modern mili-
tary machines.

I was told by the head of the Standard Oil Com-
pany in Roumania that Russia is becoming less and
less a competitor in supplying European nations
with oil. And this in spite of the fact that from the
beginning the government made every effort to
develop its old pools and discover new fields. This
decline can be explained only partly by the fact
that the U.S.S.R. is building a huge military
machine with many airplanes and tanks which in-
crease the consumption of gas. Nor does consump-
tion of gasoline by automobiles furnish anything
like an adequate answer, for Russia has the lowest
ratio of automobiles per capita of any country in
Europe.

I found that there are very few new cars being
built in Russia, and of those only a small number
are in use. In Moscow, the capital of Russia, there
are only thirty-five thousand cars (less than one
car for every one hundred persons), including new
and old ones and foreign-made cars. The ratio in
the provinces is far lower. Moreover, the present